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Basic Facts About Homelessness in NYC 

● Every year in NYC there are over 60,000 people who become 
homeless and live in shelters, 50% of those people are families 
that have children  

● Having access to a shelter is a right. NYC has 24 hours to find the 
person a shelter to live in

●  Until a shelter has a room for them, the city must find a hotel for 
the individual or family to stay in. 



Basic Facts about Homelessness in NYC

● The city can’t force someone to stay in a shelter unless they are 
harmful to themselves or harmful to other citizens 

● Many homeless people struggle with mental health issues, 
addiction, and other deadly health issues, and don’t always get the 
help they need.



Statistic from 
-NYC Department of Homeless Services 
and Human Resources Administration 



Some Main Causes of Homelessness 
- Deficiency of affordable housing 
- Loss of occupation, 
- Lack of job opportunity
- Income inequality
- Dangerous living conditions (i.e. domestic violence)
- Racial discrimination 
- Education inequality
- Lack of affordable healthcare 



Some Ways To Help! 
- Volunteering in your community such as at a food pantry or shelter 
- Donating gently used clothes and household goods to your nearest food 

pantry or shelter 
- Fundraising
- Raising awareness
- Writing letters to your elected officials 



Websites To Donate To! 
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/homelessness/get-involved-organizations-that-h
elp-the-homeless/ar-BBGmT5P 

BRC Donate to BRC 

Coalition for the Homeless Donate

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/homelessness/get-involved-organizations-that-help-the-homeless/ar-BBGmT5P
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/homelessness/get-involved-organizations-that-help-the-homeless/ar-BBGmT5P
https://www.brc.org/donate-brc
https://www.coalitionforthehomeless.org/donate/


How I helped 
I decided to work with the West End Residences Shelter in Manhattan that serves 
young moms with children ages as young as a baby to 7 years old. My group and I 
thought of the idea to have a Zoom to celebrate Halloween by having the kids 
decorate pumpkins, having a sing along, and playing games. We wanted to 
provide entertainment during the pandemic and the holidays. 



True or False 
It is a right to live in a shelter if you want to. 



True 

In NYC, people have a legal right to shelter if they would like



Documentar Program 
I decided to work with this program because I wanted to challenge my creative 
side by drawing Breonna Taylor. This took me out of my comfort zone because I 
am not a great artist but I really enjoyed drawing. I drew some of her hobbies 
such as listening to music and cooking. I also drew her occupation. I drew a 
mother and child because she wanted to be a mother and I drew a heart 
because she put everyone before herself and always checked in on her loved 
ones.   -It was important for me to draw Breonna Taylor because of the recent 
indictment in her case. I thought it was unfair that no one got charged in her 
murder. This drawing represents her true beauty and her aspirations in life. Her 
life is gone but never forgotten and the fight is not over for her. 

● https://growingupnyc.cityofnewyork.us/generationnyc/documentar-nyc/

 

https://growingupnyc.cityofnewyork.us/generationnyc/documentar-nyc/


Breonna Taylor Drawing  



Sources 

- City Harvest Home 
- Basic Facts About Homelessness: New York City 
- https://moveforhunger.org/hunger-and-homelessness#:~

:text=Poverty%20is%20the%20other%20major,put%20ou
t%20on%20the%20street  . 
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